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2013 Annual NFPA Convention

o0 Hartford, CT

By: Becky Reedy, NJCP
NFPA Primary Rep.

Two weeks ago, | attended the
National Federation of Paralegal
Associationds
Hartford, Connecticut. As soon as |
signed in and got my registration packet,
| was off and running. | attended a
Strategic Planning Committee and
learned a lot about the purpose of the
Strategic Planning Committee.  There
was a Board Meeting that evening which
lasted for hours. A lot of interesting
topics were discussed and delegates were
able to voice their opinions on the issues.
Friday was our Region IV Meeting Day. |
spent the entire day with delegates from
our Region which included delegates
from Northern Virginia, Maryland,
Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia to name a
few. We discussed the Agenda topics that
would be voted upon the following day
and brainstormed on membership issues,
CLE seminars, etc. Later that evening,
the Social Event was held at The Hartford
Club which is a historic building built in
1873.

On Saturday morning, the Policy
Meeting began. There were 41 paralegal
associations with delegates present. The
following agenda topics were discussed
and voted upon. In sum, Ethics Week
was established for a week in May to
begin in 2014; an Ad Hoc committee will
be formed to explore the possibility of
NFPA possibly
Paral egal
paper on disbarred and/or suspended
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attorneys working as paralegals; and the
agenda topic to increase dues by $5.00
Wwas defeatedv e nt i on i n

Nominations were announced
and then the Awards Luncheon was held.
The Outstanding Local Leader Award
went to Vivian Luckiewicz, RP who is
from the Philadelphia Paralegal
Association. Also, the Thomson Reuters
$2,000 scholarship winner was Nataly
Nguyen a student from Peirce College.

Ne xt year 0s Conve
scheduled to be held in Dallas, Texas and
Il 6m sure it wi | | be ame

and educational. If anyone would like
more in-depth information about the
agenda topics discussed and/or

presented at the Convention, please do

not hesitate to contact me.

The opinions expressed in the SJPA Reporter are those of the writers and not necessarily of the Editor or the S

Paralegal Association.
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& & SJPA 2018 2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
e PRESI DENTO0OS MESSAGE ol
P By: Becky Reedy, NJCP w©
< _ « OFFICERS
o~ Recently, | found myself with a small
I»Z Greetings CoueagueS’ Friends and Fel- Wlnd_OW of time to myseIf' Should | work on IZ President ~ Rebecca Reedy, NJCP Vice President ~ Sue Merewitz, NJCP
23. low Members: Wow, what a whirlwind the the file I brought home from work? Do a load E:a president@sjpaparalegals.org vicepresident@sjpaparalegals.org
;= past two months have been! The Board mem-  of laundry? Take a much needed nap? Nah. . & _ ) _
¢ bers and | have been busy planning dinner . | just wante d to des nothing ARABrdng Seciiety ~ ol Elagow Treasurer ~ Judith Alvelo, NJCP
© meetings, scheduling CLE seminars, confirm- I ng?o And then the bigger guest. nBcDrdingpe@erary@j@paralegals.org treasurer@sjpaparalegals.org
‘s ing guest speakers and planning a few sur- i nto my head fiCan you *hctually shut our mind .
5 prises s wel Make sire you ke afowmin. 01 1 Beciy and do nothimgro | had 'WeRWN gl o s e e o oo
L . : i . .
¢ utes to check out our newly updated website. ~ Five Senses Meditation so this was my oppor- @ baprimatyrepsipaparaiega’s.org P yrepEslpaparalegars.org
“% There you can find information on upcoming tunity. | sat in my backyard and saw the sun “2-. Parliamentarian ~ Betsy Lindenberg, NJCP Corres. Secretary ~ Christi L. Valerio, NJCP
}\? events, pro bono opportunities and lots of peeking through the limbs of the trees; then | “ parliamentarian@sjpaparalegals.org secretary@sjpaparalegals.org
@ other things that | kn ¢lasedmyeges and felt theysofiufiease af my | and
& informative. Al s o, i n favorte sweafshirt { recalledetReshomemacie Aw?@ s POLICY COMMITTEES
« ANews You Can Used t ha tpotgiassup khadjust eates; | Beprd thedpavas
ﬁ:* bers including a ”n_k for asurvey. The survey rustling in the wind and | Sm(_e"ed the fragrant z: Delivery of Paralegal Services ~ Betsy Lindenberg, NJ&Embership ~ Janice Kennedy, NJCP
¢ took me less than five minutes to complete and ~ aroma of apples that had Just been peeled. & paralegalservices@sjpaparalegals.org membership@sjpaparalegals.org
@ itos very i mpthemembets-ldth alherey stayed in that moment 7 just me and @
ﬂi NFPA know what we want and need from nature. When | opened my eyes, | cannot be- ﬁ Nominations and Elections ~ Christi L. Valerio, NJCP Pro Bono ~ Paula Masucci, NJCP
% them to continue to move forward in our pro- gin to explain the sense of peace that | felt. ﬁ: nominations@sjpaparalegals.org probono@sjpaparalegals.org
& fession.
o . . " i ~
Iy our | i ves ar e so - basu sy i n todayds f ast Professional D]?(;/elcgment I;'iechca Watson, NJCP
{‘i Two weeks ago, | attended the NFPA pace d worl d. It 6s a W?O nder how we communi - proldevi@sipaparalegals.org
& ion i ' d just 10 years ago. So it is important to %
= annual Convention in Hartford, Connecticut. cated jus Yy g p
) . . ' . Ty
Ex:; What an incredible event! It was full of semi-  take care of youi to take five minutes each ‘s _ ) ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES
¢ nars, workshops, bfamStOFm'ng meetings with $a 3(; to i return to natu e breathe a@or%nuirJg Ehifation ~r{/aI?ca%t' 0 Fundraising/Marketing Coordinator ~ Deb Myerson
“..:e. delegates _from our area (Region 1V) and net- Ou deserve I continuinged@sjpaparalegals.org fundraising@sjpaparalegals.org
}g.. working with other delegates from all over the
¢ United States. The Policy Meeting was also Job Bank ~ Susan Witte, Pa.G/RICP Meetings ~ Wendy Donisi
¢ held wherein the delegates got to vote on jobbank@sjpaparalegals.org meetings@sjpaparalegals.org
¢ agenda topics that had been presented to the
£ Board. This was a very rewarding experience vl AN s Prograns/Spesers  vacar
i tosay the least. Jpaparalegas.org prog Jpaparaiegals-org
‘E‘Z. Public Relations ~ Deb Ferguson, NJCP Paralegal Educational Symposium ~ Dawn Moskalow, NJCP
ﬂ\‘ g g T O O O g O gy O O g OOy yy publicrelations@sjpaparalegals.org
FEFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF@if@@@@@@@@@@@E@Eaa
CESES RS RS RS NS @ 9 Ad Hoc/Special Committees
. . Military Outreach Program ~ Vacant Librarian ~Paula Masucci, NJCP
Congratulations to past President and board member, our own @ adoptalegalman@sjpaparalegals.org librarian@sjpaparalegals.org
Maureen Garrett (Saylor), and her wonderful husband, Dave on theip>>
first beautiful child, Winifred Mary GarrettWinnie came into the @ Commun_icat_ions qurdinator ~ Janice Kennedy, NJCFN_JSB_A _Liaison_~ Rebecca Reedy, NJCP
world on August 30, 2013 at 8lbs. 10 oz. and 20.5 in @i and s communications@sjpaparalegals.org njshaliaison@sjpaparalegals.org
mommy are healthy and happ@JPA sends best wishes to Mauree @ Mentoring Program ~ Rebecca Watson, NJCP Website Coordinator ~ Vacant
and her family. May you all enjoy sweet, blissful moments of joy ‘Z&j nfpaprimary@sjpaparalegals.org website@sjpaparalegals.org
W together! <
@ Board Advisor ~ Janice Y. Kennedy, NJCP
YlZiIZ|Z|Z|Z|Z]|Z @é r——
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Tips on Landing Your First Paralegal Job

Interview:

Telephone: Your resume must have impressed them and
you receive a call. Remembiethe interview really begins with that
first telephone call. Try not to be nervous. Write down all the details.
If you can get directions on the internet, do so after the call. It will
show you are resourceful and

FRQWTG
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about the potential job and employer)

10. CONFIDENCE that you will land the jobyou

are now educated in the field, you look nice, and
you are interested in working for this employer.

conversation. Be friendly, polite and speak clearly. Telephone skills just waiting for a person like you to walk in the door. Smile!

are important to an employer.

Dress: Dress appropriately for the interview. Wear
something that you would wear to a religious event, church, or
synagogue. For men that would be a suit and tie. For women a
somber color dress, pants suit or suit with a skirt (not too shorthe
knees). Black, grey, navy blue, deep red or similar colors are
appropriate. Be careful with how much makeup, perfume, and jewel
you wear also. Be subtle. Would you hire someone who acts or
dresses inappropriately?

If you are called back for a second interview, wear a
different appropriate outfit.

Testing: Some potential employers give tests for grammar,
spelling, and vocabulary. Some will give a typing test but not usually
for a paralegal position. Be sure to put down typing experience/spee
on your resume. Accuracy counts for paralegals, not necessarily

speed. Computer skills are es:
are the best they can be prior to your job hunt.
Resume Dondét expect the bus

to rummage through a stack of other resumes to find yours. Have a
new copy ready for the interviewer and a copy for yourself at the
interview.

Writing Sample: If you can, produce a writing sample or
at least have one available if they ask for it (can be a school paper).

Dependability: BE ON TIME FOR THE INTERVIEW if
at all possible BE EARLY BY ABOUT 15 MINUTES.

Practice interviewingvith a friend before you go for actual
interviews

Be able to say what you liked least and what you liked best about your

last position. Be friendly, courteous and professional. You can also
go online and find practice interviews on job search sites.

Practice shaking handggive a firm friendly handshake
too |l ong. Dondét forget to

not
Things to take with you to an interview:

Name of the person you will speak to

Name of the law firm or business

Address of the business

Directions to the business

Telephone number of your contact person

Several clean copies of your resume in a neat folder or

portfolio

7. Copies of the list of courses you have taken and writing
samples

8. Letters of reference

9. A small notebook and pen

details and taking a small amount of notes shows you care

oL
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From the Editor

Wi shing everyone a
Thanksgiving and a very healthy, happy,
and safe Holiday Season, wherever it
takes you! A very special thanks to all
who contributed to this issue!

i al in todayés market. 3
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t SJPA MEMBERSHIP $

& By: Janice Kennedy $

There are LOTS of employ ts The SJPA extends a warm welcome to our p

new

t members! $

% We look forward to your success with our v

& organization! v

& Vg

and dAfillingbo & , , _ v
4 Michael Busciacco - associate $

3 Erin Walker - student $
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Herzlichen Glickwunsch zum Geburtstag!

Marie Norcross 1
Andrew Ballestrert 12
Laura Ann Adrianc 26
Kate Saluzzt 26 3 A
Jill Rubin- 29

Donna DiPietro 5
Erin Walker- 12
Lynn Foley Jefferson13
Naoma HarlingStepter- 13
Wendy Donisi 21
Stacey Wise 23
Susan Witte 23
Anne Quinn- 27
Jodi Paulus 29
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