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Special Events: 
Feb 6 Workshop, Camden Co. 

College 

Feb 20 CLE, Earp Cohn 

Mar 18 Social Event 
OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON 

By: Deb Ferguson, NJCP 

 The holiday spirit is alive and 
well with the South Jersey Paralegal 
Association, who on Wednesday, 
December 4, 2013, hosted a wonderfully 
successful social and fundraiser for 
Operation Yellow Ribbon at the Coastline 
in Cherry Hill.  The local business 
community, our members, and our 
sponsors came together to help raise over 
$700.00 for Operation Yellow Ribbon’s 
efforts, as well as numerous donations of 
food items to send in care packages to 
our troops spending their holidays far 
from home. 
 Ed Miller and Cynthia Gentile 
represented our sponsor, Peirce College, 
while helping to sell tickets for our door 
prizes.  Sponsors such as Lehman Wolfe, 
DGR Legal, Frames Styles by Arlene, and 
Pampered Chef donated wonderful door 
prizes ranging from chocolates to jewelry, 
to cooking supplies, to pampering items 
for those in attendance to try their hand 
at winning!  Judy Alvelo’s son donated an 
amazing tote bag with the SJPA logo 
hand-embroidered on it and a sweatshirt.  
  Other gifts donated by members 
and local businesses included date night 
and movie night baskets, candles, 
jewelry, and wine.  The prize for luckiest 
attendant went to Josh, who completed 
the majority of his holiday shopping 
during the evening! 
 Friends of seasons past also 
made an appearance to help SJPA and 
Operation Yellow Ribbon, an 
organization that coordinates the delivery 
of care packages to our troops overseas 

and providing “Rock Star” Welcome 
Home Celebrations to them as they 
return home.  Linda Tender was one of 
our prestigious guests for the event and 
we were all happy to see her!  Dave and 
Debbie Silver of Operation Yellow Ribbon 
brought some of their troops, families 
and board members to help in the 
festivities as well!  Families, friends, co-
workers, and colleagues helped to make 
this event one to remember! 
 So, as the year comes to a close 

and we sit back and enjoy our eggnog and 

parties, let’s not forget the impact that 

each and every one of us had on a 

soldier’s life this season!  Raise your glass 

to a job well done, a successful event, and 

a fun night, and say “Thank You” to those 

who fight for our freedom! 

Becky Reedy, President with Dave Silver of 

Operation Yellow Ribbon 

November Dinner          18 

Meeting 
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 Greetings Colleagues, Friends and Fellow 

Members:  Happy New Year!!  I you’re your holiday 
season was wonderful.  It’s hard to believe that 2013 
is behind us and 2014 is here.  Let us not forget our 
Charity/Social event in December to benefit Opera-
tion Yellow Ribbon.  There were over 50 attendees, 
and many door prizes given away.  What a success-
ful and memorable event honoring our troops who, 
unfortunately, could not be with their family this 
holiday season.   
 
 The Board members and I have been re-
viewing your suggestions and comments on what 
events you want, what CLE’s you would like, etc.  As 
such, we have been hard at work to do our best to 
schedule these events.  The next six months are go-
ing to be great.  To give you a brief idea . . . we have 
a great speaker lined up for our January dinner 
meeting; a workshop and CLE in February; a social 
event in March; our Third Annual Paralegal Educa-
tional Symposium on March 28th, a CLE in April 
and surprises in store for our May dinner meeting 
when elections take place and in June when the new 
officers are installed.  More information to follow 
on all of these events as preparations are finalized.  
These will definitely be “don’t miss” events! 
 
 
 Also, please remember that our bi-monthly 
newsletter, The Reporter, is “going green.”  The 
newsletter will continue to be mailed out to all 
members on our membership list.  However, if you 
wish to receive the electronic version that will be on 
our website, please send an email to newslet-
ter@sjpaparalegals.org to “opt out” of the hard copy 
version. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Additionally, SJPA is in the process of im-
plementing a weekly email blast called “Fast Facts.”  
This email will come out every Tuesday afternoon 
with a schedule of events, upcoming pro bono op-
portunities, job bank information and other perti-
nent information you will find useful.  If you have 
anything you would like added to the “Fast Facts,” 
please do not hesitate to reach out to any board 
member. 
 
 So here’s to a new year, new journeys and 
new goals.  Let this be your best year yet! 
      
  
 
 
 
We spend January 1 walking through our lives, 
room by room, drawing up a list of work to be 
done, cracks to be patched. Maybe this year, to 
balance the list, we ought to walk through the 
rooms of our lives . . . not looking for flaws, but for 
potential.  
      
 - Ellen Goodman 

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By: Becky Reedy, NJCP 

mailto:newsletter@sjpaparalegals.org
mailto:newsletter@sjpaparalegals.org
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By: Janice Kennedy, NJCP 

 

The SJPA extends a warm welcome to our new 

members! 

 

We look forward to your success with our  

organization!  

 

Morrison F. Fields - Student 

Christine Glatz - Voting 

Linda Lance - Student 

Theresa Lounsbery - Student 

Leslie McDonough - Student 

Kim Rutigliano - Student 

 

Congratulations to these members moving on up! 

 

Tedd Rob - Student to Associate 

Sharon Scanlon - Student to Voting 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER! 

 

  

   
 

Kate Fitzpatrick - 4 

Roseanne Rippman - 7 

Debra Schnell - 7 

Cheryl LoCastro - 8 

Deborah Raveling - 12 

Deborah Naglee - 14 

Stacey Devine - 15 

Tracey Deron - 15 

Karen O’Malley - 15 

Kim Rutigliano - 19 

Robert Hrouda - 27 

Donna Colarulo - 29 

 

Tammy Mazzatenta - 1 

Theresa Lounsbery - 2 

Danielle Sandor - 3 

Ted Robb - 9 

Donna Kott - 16 

Jill McCreery - 18 

Christi Valerio - 20 

Cheryl Weaver - 21 

Dawn Moskalow - 22 

Joanne Wireman - 23 

Judy Alvelo - 27 

Any Tumaian - 28 

Doreen Ziccardi - 28 

NOVEMBER DINNER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS! 
November 19, 2013 

By:  Sue Merewitz, NJCP 

 On November 19, 2013, SJPA held its second dinner meeting of the year at the Tavistock Country Club.  

President Becky Reedy began the full evening with a short business meeting wherein the minutes from the dinner 

meeting in September were reviewed by the present voting members.  A motion was made to approve the minutes 

and by a show of hands, the minutes were accepted by a unanimous vote.  Our speaker for the evening was 

Roberta Benjamin, Esquire, an Assistant United States Attorney with the Department of Justice for the Eastern 

District.  She spoke on the “Differences between Criminal and Civil Work for Paralegals.”  Her presentation was 

filled with humor, anecdotes, and lots of information on paralegals’ work in criminal and civil cases.  CLE credits 

were given for those in attendance.  Christi Valerio, NJCP awarded renewal certificates for the New Jersey 

Certified Paralegal  program to Betsy Lindenberg, NJCP, Sue Merewitz, NJCP and Linda Stipcevich, NJCP.  The 

New Jersey Legal Training Academy (NJLTA) and Heaven Sent were our sponsors for the evening.  Mike Sullivan 

and Joe Zavaglia from the NJLTA gave a brief description of the courses their company offers to paralegals.  Steve 

Rosner from Heaven Sent also spoke about the services his company provides.  At the end of the meeting, the 

NJLTA gave away a $50.00 gift card which was won by Debra Brigher, NJCP and a gift certificate was also given 

away for a free course and the winner of that was Pam Tate!  Heaven Sent gave away a $25.00 Starbucks gift card 

was won by Linda Stipcevich.  Becky Reedy then held a drawing for two free admission passes to the Paralegal 

Educational Symposium in March and the winners were Marie Norcross and Christi Valerio, NJCP.  There were 

over 35 members in attendance and a great time was had by all. 
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We all need to help others and SJPA paralegals 

benefit from Pro Bono work.  Whenever you have 

completed Pro Bono work, please complete the Pro 

Bono Hours Reporting form, which is posted on the 

SJPA website under “Pro Bono”, and mail it to me: 

 

 Paula G. Masucci, NJCP 

 c/o South Jersey Paralegal Association 

P.O. Box 355 

Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
And the "Spotlight" is back! I know it's been quite some time 
since we've had a member in the spotlight. The name will 
change a bit, but this series will highlight members and give 
them an opportunity to tell their story in the “spotlight.”  I 
hope you enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paula graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Spanish with a minor 
in Pre-Med from Russell Sage College 
in Troy, New York.  Denver University 
has 12 Master Level classes in 
American Indian Studies that she 
enrolled in, but due to lack of interest 
in the online program, she was not 
able to complete it.  It wasn’t until 

Paula took a class in Federal Indian Law for the American 
Indian Studies program that she realized she wanted to be a 
paralegal.  Paula received her Paralegal Studies Certificate 
from the American Bar Association’s Masters Level, Paralegal 
Studies Certification program at Villanova University.  Paula 
recalls this was a very advanced and quick program for 
people who already had a Bachelor’s degree.  She had no 
other involvement in a legal setting, so this program helped 
her get to where she is.  Paula has worked at Hill 
International as a paralegal for almost six years.  
 
Paula was previously a member of the Philadelphia 
Association of Paralegals.  There she learned of the South 
Jersey Paralegal Association which is closer to her home so 
she joined SJPA in January 2013.  Paula says she has 
benefitted from SJPA because it is a group of very interesting 
and accomplished people.  Most people who want to advance 
their careers will benefit from SJPA because networking with 
other paralegals and learning from the CLE programs is 
tantamount to becoming a good paralegal.  “SJPA makes us 
well-rounded and aware of what others are doing in their 
paralegal positions.” 
 
Currently, Paula is serving as SJPA’s Pro Bono 
Chairperson.  She says she enjoys doing this because she gets 
to set up volunteer opportunities for paralegals.  Paula notes 
to her fellow paralegals that if you are a paralegal in a firm, 
pro bono hours should be a must according to the American 
Bar Association.  “The responsibility to perform pro bono 
services sets the legal profession apart from other 
professions.  Pro bono opportunities offered by law schools 
teach students that for the economically disadvantaged, the 
inability to obtain legal services for basic needs can have dire 
consequences.”  Paula is hopeful that more paralegals will 
take part in volunteering even one hour of their time 
somewhere. 

South Jersey’s Spotlight! 
By:  Becky Reedy, NJCP 

This month’s Spotlight is . . . .  
 

Paula Masucci, NJCP,  
Pro Bono Chairperson 



 

 

 

SJPA PES— 

 

MARCH 28, 2014 

The Enterprise Center at 

Burlington County College 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
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NFPA - www.paralegals.org 

  

Jan 14: The Paralegal’s Guide to QDROs (NFPA) National 

Teleconference/Webcast 

 Feb 19:  Business Contracts A to Z (NFPA) Philadelphia, PA 

Mar 12: Ethics Evolving Compliance Requirements (NFPA) 

Webinar 

Burlington County Bar 

  

Jan 21: Update on Mortgage Fraud and The Impact of Dodd-Frank 

Jan 28: Navigating the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act 

Jan 29: Demystifying Chancery Practice 

Feb 19: Joint Bankruptcy Conference 

Feb 20:Today’s Technology: In Your Legal Practice & Business 

Feb 25: Civil & Family Mediation for the Experienced Practitioner 

Feb 26: Family Law Seminar – information coming  soon 

Camden County Bar 

  

Jan 9: 2014 Black Letter Blast on Criminal Law 

Jan 14: The Nation's Food Court: The Latest Word 

Feb 27: NJ Basic Estate Administration 

Mar 27: NJ Basic Estate Planning 

Apr 24: NJ Criminal Trial Preparation 

May 29: NJ Municipal Court Practice 

Jun 26: NJ Trust & Business Accounting/Law Office  

 Management 

Sep 23: NJ Real Estate Closing Procedures 

Oct 23: NJ Civil Trial Preparation 

Nov 20: NJ Family Law Practice 

 In 2012, New Jersey enacted the Revised Uniform 
Limited Liability Company Act (the “Revised Act”). The 
Revised Act governs all limited liability companies (“LLC’s”) 
formed in New Jersey after March 18, 2013 and will govern 
all New Jersey LLC’s – including LLC’s formed prior to 
March 1, 2013 – beginning on March 1, 2014. The Revised 
Act includes many provisions which may significantly alter 
the rights and obligations of LLC members as they exist 
under the current law, especially as to LLC’s without an 
operating agreement. Following is a summary of a few of the 
more important changes: 
 
Distributions  -  Under the current law, unless otherwise 
provided in an operating agreement, each member’s share of 
the profits and losses of the LLC are based upon the 
member’s percentage of the total capital contribution. For 
example, if an LLC is owned by three members, A (who 
contributed $7,000), B (who contributed $2,000) and C 
(who contributed $1,000), under the current law, A, B and C 
would be entitled to 70%, 20% and 10%, respectively, of the 
total profits of the LLC. Under the Revised Act, however, 
unless the operating agreement provides otherwise, each of 
the three members will be entitled to an equal share of the 
profits, so that, in the above example, A, B and C would each 
receive one-third of the profits. 
 
Voting - The Revised Act changes voting rights similar to 
how it changes the allocation of profits and losses. Under the 
current law, each member’s voting rights are based upon its 
proportionate share of capital contributions. In our example 
above, A (having contributed 70% of the LLC’s capital) would 
have the majority of votes. But under the Revised Act, again 
unless otherwise provided in the operating agreement, all 
members will have equal voting rights. 
 
Indemnification  -  Under the current law, members, 
managers and employees are not indemnified or held 
harmless unless expressly provided in the operating 
agreement. Under the Revised Act, the LLC is required to 
indemnify and hold harmless members, managers and others 
under certain circumstances, although some of these 
obligations may be modified through the operating 
agreement. 
 
Oppression - The current LLC law does not provide any 
statutory rights to an oppressed member of an LLC. The 
Revised Act expressly creates certain rights and remedies for 
the benefit of oppressed members, such as the right to seek a 
court order to dissolve the LLC; the court may also appoint a 
custodian or provisional manager or require the LLC or other 
members to purchase the equity interest of an oppressed 
member. In this way, the Revised Act provides statutory 
protection of oppressed LLC members similar to that 
provided to oppressed shareholders under the New Jersey 
Business Corporation Act.  
 

Statement of Authority  - The Revised Act allows an LLC to 
file a statement of authority with the New Jersey Office of 
Commercial Recording, which designates officers or named 
individuals as having the authority to take certain actions on 
behalf of the LLC.  
 
 The above are but a few of the extensive changes 
resulting from the overhaul of the law governing New 
Jersey’s LLCS under the Revised Uniform Limited Liability 
Company Act. The application of the Revise Act to existing 
LLC’s could dramatically alter the operation of an LLC in 
unintended ways, especially if the operating agreement does 
not fully express the intention of the members. Moreover, 
even where an LLC has an operating agreement, the business 
of the LLC and/or the goals of its members may evolve over 
time so that the operating agreement should be updated. 
 
       
 
 

The New Jersey Revised Uniform Limited Liability Company Act To 
Govern All New Jersey LLC’s Beginning on March 1, 2014  

 
By: Richard S. Israel, Esquire 

Counsel 
       Earp Cohn, P.C. 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 

Board Meetings 
 
The following dates for Board Meetings are firm, but the 
location is to be determined. Please visit the website under 
the “Events” tab for more information as it becomes 
available. 
 
 January 14 Burlington County College 
 February 11 Earp Cohn, Cherry Hill 
 March 11 Burlington County College 
 April 8  Earp Cohn, Cherry Hill 
 May 13  Burlington County College 
 June 10  Earp Cohn, Cherry Hill 

Dinner Meetings and 
Special Events 

 
The below dates are tentative and a location is yet to be 
determined. Please see the website under the “Events” 

tab for more information as it becomes available. 
 

January 28 Dinner Meeting at Tavistock 
February 6 Workshop, Camden Co. College 
February 20 CLE at Earp Cohn 
March 18 Social Event 
March 28 PES at The Enterprise Center 
April 17  CLE at Earp Cohn 
May 20  Election of Officer’s Dinner Meeting 
   at Tavistock Country Club 
June 24  Installation of Officers Dinner 
  Meeting at Tavistock Country Club 

 

http://burlcobar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Mortgage-Fraud-Seminar-Flier1.pdf
http://burlcobar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Anti-Bullying-Seminar-Flier.pdf
http://burlcobar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Demystifying-Chancery-Practice-Flier.pdf
http://burlcobar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Joint-Bankruptcy-Conference-Flier1.pdf
http://burlcobar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Technology-Seminar-Flier1.pdf
http://burlcobar.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Mediation-Seminar-Flier.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/471.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/472.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/463.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/464.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/465.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/466.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/467.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/467.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/468.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/469.pdf
http://www.camdencountybar.org/files/pdfs/470.pdf
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 Board Bytes… 

 Latest updates from YOUR Board — 

 

 

 I hope you are all enjoying the many recent educational events and dinner meetings presented by SJPA.  The 
Board works hard to ensure that we enrich your professional career whether you are an entry level or experienced 
paralegal.  Help us help you by volunteering your time or suggestions.  Check the events section of our website, 
www.sjpaparalegals.org to make sure you don’t miss any future events. 
 
President Becky Reedy  attended  the National Federation of Paralegal Association’s Annual Convention in Hartford, 
CT held October 3-6, 2013.  Agenda topics were presented to the Board prior to the Convention for discussion and 
approval of SJPA’s position and voting preferences.    
 
Vice President Sue Merewitz along with President Becky Reedy and CLE Chair Deb Ferguson, obtained a speaker, 
Ross Suter, Esquire for SJPA’s Annual Fall Continuing Legal Education Event held on October 24, 2013 at the law offices 
of Earp Cohn in Cherry Hill.  Mr. Suter provided an interesting evening on the topic of “Jury Persuasion and Preparation 
for Trial.” CLE credits were given for those holding the NJCP credential. 
 
As the new Programs Chairperson, Sue was able to find a notable speaker for our November 19, 2013 dinner meeting held 
at Tavistock Country Club.  Roberta Benjamin, Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern District, provided a 
wonderful presentation on the “Differences between Criminal and Civil Work for Paralegals.”  Her presentation, filled 
with humor and lots of useful information, was well received by all who attended. 
 
Treasurer Judy Alvelo continues to keep our financials in good shape and provides the Board with a full report at 
every board meeting.  She also provides our members with a shortened version at the dinner meetings. 
 
SJPA’s Liaison to the NJ State Bar Association.  Becky Reedy, one of SJPA’s Liaisons to the NJ State Bar 
Association’s Paralegal Committee, attended the November meeting. Becky wishes to remind you all that you may join 
this committee.  The first step is to apply to be a member of the NJ State Bar Association. Once accepted, write a letter to 
the President of the NJSBA requesting appointment to the Paralegal Committee. 
 
Parliamentarian Betsy Lindenberg continues to insure the Board's compliance with the By-Laws of the Association. 
 
Janice Kennedy, Newsletter Editor is always looking for new material to publish. All articles and notes of interest 
should be submitted for consideration. Contact Janice for additional information. 
 
Professional Development position is currently vacant.  SJPA’s President and Vice President, with the help of the 
Board, continue to schedule coffeehouses and networking events for students at local colleges’ paralegal programs. If you 
would like to participate as a speaker, or would just like to attend as a representative of SJPA, contact President Becky 
Reedy, NJCP or Vice-President Sue Merewitz, NJCP for further information.   
 
Marketing Chair Deb Ferguson  diligently promoted SJPA and encouraged all interested parties to attend our 
December 4, 2013 social event at The Coastline on Brace Road in Cherry Hill.  The cost was only $5 at the door, and all 
proceeds were donated to Operation Yellow Ribbon.   There were special door prizes and raffles from our sponsors and 
members.  The event was a huge success with lots of fun for all who attended.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sue Merewitz, NJCP 

Vice President  

 

The purpose of the Peirce College Paralegal Student Association is to (1) encourage student participation and 
networking with peers; (2) coordinate program specific events, workshops and seminars; and (3) to facilitate 
the transition from educational pursuits to advancement in the legal community. 
 
Peirce did an amazing job with collaborating with all the area paralegal associations in an event to promote the 
college’s paralegal program purpose.  The event was held on November 12, 2013 and the guest speaker was 
Robert Hrouda, RP the President of the National Federal of Paralegal Association (NFPA) as well as a SJPA 
member.  Mr. Hrouda is the first president for this national organization that is from this area.  Robert shared 
his experience with the legal profession as well as some of the challenges he has faced working as a paralegal.  
Peirce also had all association members in attendance speak briefly on their legal background and provide 
tricks of the trade and/or insider tips.  Members in attendance raved how great the event was and looked 
forward to attending future events. 

POWER OF THE PARALEGAL AND COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS 

By: Judy Alvelo, NJCP 

Do you have something you would like to share with other paralegals?  Maybe you recently changed jobs, or have an 

interesting story to tell, or even some legal humor that would certainly make a stressful job seem a bit more tolerable!  

Maybe your firm was involved in a groundbreaking, precedent setting case!  We would love to hear from you! 

 

Please submit all articles to the editor at:  newsletter@sjpaparalegals.org.   

 

The deadline for all submissions for the March 2014 issue is February 15! 
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Calling all paralegals!  If you are interested in volun-
teering for non-profit organizations or local bar asso-
ciations, we have opportunities for you.  Many times a 
paralegal cannot complete pro bono work unless their 
attorney is involved.  That is not the case with these 
opportunities.  I have volunteered for most of my life 
before I was a paralegal:  pediatrics in hospitals, 
Rankokus Reservation in Mt. Holly, as a juvenile pro-
bation “officer.”  Volunteering gives you a great inner 
feeling that you have done something wonderful for 
someone outside of work.   
 
This year, we have four organizations for which we are 
providing assistance: 
 
1. Operation Yellow Ribbon (OYR): 
 
 Operation Yellow Ribbon of South Jersey con-
sists of all volunteers and is a non-profit organization 
registered with the state of NJ. It shows support for our 
United States Military Forces in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
those deployed supporting Operation Enduring Free-
dom (as well as possible future conflicts) by organizing 
and collecting donated hygiene supplies and non-
perishable goods to send to our brave Heroes deployed 
in harm's way; by helping raise their morale during 
deployment; by helping to promote, coordinate, and 
facilitate welcoming home events for local veterans in 
the South Jersey area and partnering with the other 
Patriotic organizations to bring our local Heroes home 
in "Rock Star Fashion."  Please help collect and send 
these items:  Girl Scout Cookies, Tasty Kakes, Rice 
Crispy treats, Bagged Tuna and chicken, Chewing gum/
candy suckers etc. Dry roasted peanuts/mixed nuts, 
Potato chips in cylinder or can, Dried fruit • Beef Jerky, 
Baby powder, Baby wipes,Visine or Saline eye drops, 
Chapstick , Crystal Light Drink Mix Individual Packets, 
Powdered drink mix (Gatorade etc), Puffs/Kleenex • 
Hand sanitizer, Puzzle or crossword books, Batteries 
(AA, AAA, C, D), Hand held electronic games: poker, 
bingo, etc., Foot powder, Sunscreen, Skittles • Swedish 
Fish (individual bags), Twizzlers, Breakfast Bars, Slim 
Jims, Ground Coffee, Tea, Pumpkin Seeds, Sunflower 
Seeds.  If you have never attended a “Welcome Home” 
event in your area, please contact Operation Yellow 
Ribbon and they will email you whenever there is a 
Welcome Home event.  Also, I post these events on 
F a c e b o o k  w h e n  I  r e c e i v e  t h e m . 
(operationyellowribbonsj@gmail.com). 
 
2. American Red Cross (ARC): 
 
 ‘The American Red Cross is always looking for 
volunteers.  SJPA recently nominated Operation Yellow 
Ribbon for the American Red Cross’ “Celebration of 

Champions” event which will be held in March, 2014.   
Volunteers are needed not only when there are disas-
ters like “Sandy” last year, but also to help with these 
big events.  To volunteer and obtain more information 
please contact either me through SJPA or Marlene 
Stewart, Special Events Coordinator, Fund Develop-
m e n t  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  J e r s e y  R e g i o n .  
(Marlene.Stewart@redcross.org) 
 
3. Wills for Heroes (Camden County Bar 
Association) (CCBA): 
 
 Wills for Heroes is a program that provides 
free wills and other estate planning documents to first 
responders and their spouse, domestic partner, or civil 
union partner. Qualified first responders include fire 
fighters, police officers, paramedics, corrections and 
probation officers from federal, state, county, city, and 
town departments and agencies. The program is unlike 
many other clinic or pro bono legal programs because it 
brings the program to the first responders’ doorstep. 
(www.camdencountybar.org).  The CCBA and Rutgers 
Law-Camden are sponsoring another Wills for Heroes 
Program on 3/8/14 at the law school.  Paralegals who 
are notaries could assist with the execution of the docu-
ments and assure that the documents are collated 
properly (all pages, in right order, etc.).  There are 4 
time slots for the sessions and about 4 notaries in each 
time slot works well.  The time slots are 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m., 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. to 5 p.m.    The volunteers can stay for the day or 
select one or two time slots.  Anyone interested should 
contact me through SJPA.   
 
4. Burlington County Bar Association 
(BCBA): 
 
 There are opportunities for paralegals to volun-
teer for South Jersey Legal Services through the Bur-
lington County Bar Association.  In December, 2013 
there was a Children’s Holiday party which involved 
wrapping gifts, decorating and transporting gifts, help-
ing during the party and then clean up.  We will keep 
you all apprised of any events happening in 2014.  
 
South Jersey Legal Services, Inc. (SJLS) is a private 
non-profit law firm whose mission is to provide high 
quality civil legal services to low-income residents of 
Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, 
Gloucester and Salem Counties.   Contact either me or 
Becky Reedy, SJPA President, through SJPA. 
 

(cont’d on page 17) 

SJPA is Going Green! 
 

As you may have heard, SJPA is going to “Go Green” with our newsletter 
beginning with our January edition. However, due to some members 
expressing their desire to have a hard copy of the newsletter, we have 
decided to offer both options to our members. All members will continue 
to receive a hard copy of the newsletter. If you would like to “opt out” of 
receiving a hard copy of the newsletter, please send an email with your 
name and email address to newsletter@sjpaparalegals.org.  Once you 
have “opted out” of receiving a hard copy of the newsletter, you will receive 
an email when the newsletter is available on our website to view and/or 
download.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
myself or Janice  Kennedy. 
 

National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA) 
By:  Becky Reedy, NFPA Primary Representative 
 
NFPA is looking for volunteers.  As you are a member of SJPA as well as a member of NFPA, you qualify to be a 
Coordinator.  A few of the vacant positions are:  Roles and Responsibilities Coordinator; Technology Coordinator; 
Case Law Monitoring Coordinator; Legislative Coordinator and Bar Association Coordinator.  If any of these positions 
sound appealing to you, please contact me to discuss and I 
will be able to provide more information to you.  
 

 

New Jersey State Bar Association – 
Paralegal Committee 

 
By:  Becky Reedy, NJSBA Liaison 

 
The Paralegal Committee of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association held a meeting on Thursday, November 14, 
2013 at the Law Center in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  
The minutes of the meeting from September 19, 2013 were 
reviewed and approved.  The Committee is considering 
community projects such as Dress for Success or Suits for 
Success in conjunction with the Young Lawyers Division.  
There should be more information available soon. 
 
A Mentoring Program was discussed and the details are 
being worked out as to how to promote the program, assign 
mentors to mentees, etc.   
 
The meeting dates for the rest of the year are as follows:  
January 16, March 16 and June 5, 2014.  If you are 
interested in joining the Paralegal Committee, all you need 
to do is become a member of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association first.  After you have been accepted as a 
member, contact me and I will get the form to you to 
complete to apply to be on the Paralegal Committee and 
that’s it!  For more information, please contact me.   
 

PRO BONO OPPORTUNITIES 
Contact Paula Masucci, NJCP 

pmwinyan@gmail.com 

For more than 30 years DGR has been providing local, national & 
international process service to the legal community. We pride 
ourselves on customer support, and through our commitment to 
excellence and our clients, we have achieved the reputation we hold 
today. Now offering investigation services through On The Lookout 
Investigations, LLC. 

mailto:operationyellowribbonsj@gmail.com
mailto:Marlene.Stewart@redcross.org
http://www.camdencountybar.org
mailto:newsletter@sjpaparalegals.org
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Jeff Brenner, Esq. Principal at Maragell, LLC 
 
HADDONFIELD, NJ – OCTOBER 10, 2013 – Maragell Corporate Investigations celebrated its first year in 
business today with a ribbon cutting ceremony and interactive community open house. The company, which until 
2012 operated as the U.S. office of Intelysis Corp., benefited from an upturn in the region’s economy. “We saw a 
marked increase in investment activity by hedge fund and venture capital clients, which use our services to 
conduct background checks on prospective portfolio companies,” said Jeffrey Brenner, Esq., NJLPI, the 
company's founder. “Our team was also brought into several complex computer forensic investigations, including 
theft of intellectual property, bankruptcy fraud, and employee violations of restrictive covenants,” he added. 
 
As part of the open house festivities, Maragell's staff demonstrated several insider investigative techniques. Team 
members accepted computer hard drives from attendees and demonstrated how  data the users thought was 
permanently deleted could still be retrieved. Then, using U.S. Department of Defense data destruction standards, 
they wiped the hard drives, enabling them to be recycled without fear of data loss or identity theft.    
 
Brenner and his team also amazed guests by broadening their understanding of the power of the Internet, 
showing that many of the same tools used to locate to locate lost friends and loved ones can be used to track 
down missing persons, debtors, and witnesses. Similar strategies are also used to conduct pre-employment 
background checks. Maragell’s researchers demonstrated how these checks are conducted and why they are more 
of an art form than an exercise in data input/output. Combining multiple sources of public information, 
investigative databases, social media sites, and Google, together with data provided by the subject (in this case 
one of Maragell’s employees), the demonstration revealed how a PI reads the tea leaves and assimilates the 
information to create a complete, and accurate, picture of the subject.   
 
Maragell completed the day with a demonstration on how computer forensic experts hunt for evidence of 
wrongdoing through the use of keyword searches and deleted emails. Of note was the fact that words such as 
“non-compete” and “breach” which might be expected to return relevant information about an employee’s plans 
to violate his or her contract, were shown to appear in many forms and locations having nothing to do with the 
facts of a case. “Poor keyword choices can cost a client thousands of dollars in eDiscovery costs and attorney 
review time, and we make every effort to avoid this pitfall with highly strategic searching,” said Brenner. 
 
Among its diversified clientele are trial lawyers, accountants, hedge fund managers, venture capitalists, insurance 
claim specialists, small businesses and Fortune 100 companies. The core legal and IT professional staff 
previously worked together under Mr. Brenner’s leadership at Intelysis.  
 
 

Corporate Investigations Firm Maragell, LLC Celebrates First 
Anniversary 

New Firm Combines Local Touch with Established Global Reach 
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NJCP® 

New Jersey Certified Paralegal  
  
 The South Jersey Paralegal Association’s Board of Directors adopted and approved the NJCP (New Jersey  Certi-
fied Paralegal) Plan in October, 2010.  
 
 The NJCP credential is a voluntary certification for paralegals who are members of the South Jersey Paralegal 
Association, and meet the qualifications set forth in the NJCP plan.  Please see our website for information and forms   
pertaining to the program. 
 
 Congratulations to Christi Valerio, NJCP who is the new Chairperson for this Committee.  SJPA has the utmost 
confidence in Christi in her undertaking of this position.  This is a reminder to all members who hold the NJCP creden-
tials that you need to renew your credentials every TWO YEARS.  Reminder notices have been emailed to members on a 
continual basis.  If you do not renew your credentials and your credentials lapse, you are not permitted to use the NJCP 
initials after your name until you re-apply.  Please remember to send in COPIES of your certificates along with a COM-
PLETED form outlining the courses and CLE hours you have taken.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact any Board member.  
 
 SJPA has proudly certified the following members for the NJCP credential.  Congratulations to all of our 
NJCP Members! 

 

   
Lisa Renee Aberman, NJCP  
Judith Alvelo, NJCP 
Denise Andriulli, NJCP 
Stefanie Bailey, NJCP  
Barbara Miller Baum, NJCP 
Beverly Bogdan, NJCP 
Noreen M. Bratton, NJCP 
Debra J. Brigher, NJCP 
Sheila H. Cavallo, NJCP 
Yolanda Costabile, NJCP 
Brian Darling, NJCP 
Lynne DeRemigio, NJCP 
Stacey M. Devine, NJCP 
Deb Ferguson, NJCP 
Kate Fitzpatrick, NJCP 
Maureen T. Garrett, NJCP 
Anthony J. Iannini, RP, NJCP 
Janice Y. Kennedy, NJCP 
Donna Kott, NJCP 
Betsy Lindenberg, NJCP 
Cheryl LoCastro, NJCP 

Paula Masucci, NJCP 
Nancy Mancuso, NJCP 
Kimberly McCann, NJCP 
Susan R. Merewitz, NJCP 
Dawn Moskalow, NJCP 
Deborah A. Naglee, NJCP 
Marie B. Norcross, NJCP 
Karen J. O’Malley, NJCP 
Anne Quinn, NJCP 
Rebecca Lynn Reedy, NJCP 
Sharon K. Roth, NJCP 
Nancy Z. Seldomridge, NJCP 
Linda E. Stipcevich, NJCP 
Pamela B. Tate, NJCP 
Nicole Turturro-Szelag, NJCP 
Christi L. Valerio, NJCP 
Lisa S. Wagman, NJCP 
Rebecca K. Watson, NJCP 
Judith Weinberg, NJCP 
Teresa J. White-Swoope, NJCP 
Sherry Williams, NJCP 
Susan Witte, NJCP 

Continuing Legal Education Seminar 
October 24, 2013 

By:  Sue Merewitz, NJCP 
 
On October 24, 2013, SJPA held its annual Fall CLE 

entitled “Jury Persuasion and Preparation for Trial” at 

the law offices of Earp Cohn in Cherry Hill.  Ross Suter, 

Esquire, a Litigation Consultant from Magna Legal 

Services, our guest speaker provided interesting tips and 

ideas on juries and preparing for trial.  His insightful 

presentation and Powerpoint® slideshow evoked many 

questions from the audience.  CLE credits were given for 

those in attendance. 
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